Spreading the Warmth

To increase awareness about low-
income energy assistance, Energy
Outreach Colorado launched an
exciting new promotion in January
featuring animated characters being
“warmed” through the kindness of
others.The characters appear in a
television advertisement as well as
our February bill insert.

The promotion was developed by

Juice Communications Inc. and Post
Modern Company of Denver, both
of which donated considerable in-

kind services.

Thank you Juice and Post Modern,
as well as to Kinder Morgan and
Xcel Energy for including our
Energy Outreach insert in their
February bills.
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ENERGY OUTREACH COLORADO

To help low-income Coloradoans cope with rising energy costs
and decreasing assistance dollars, Energy Outreach Colorado is
contributing $5.8 million this year to help working families, seniors
and disabled people manage their home energy costs.

Last November, Energy Outreach granted $3 million to 90 emergency
assistance sites across the state, to be distributed through October
2005. Our agency partners—including Salvation Army, Catholic
Charities, Association for Senior Citizens and Metro CareRing—work
with struggling families in their communities and administer

bill payments directly to local utility and fuel companies.

Energy Outreach also contributed $2.15 million to
Colorado’s Low-Income Energy Assistance Program
(LEAP), which administers a federal block grant through
the Department of Human Services.

To help people get a jump on the heating season,
EOC sponsored an Energy Assistance Expo in Denver.
Volunteers from the many organizations and agencies that
partner with EOC answered questions and helped the
130 attendees fill out applications for energy assistance.
Colorado Sen. Paula Sandoval opened the Expo and
spoke about the growing need for energy assistance. Food
and coffee were donated by Arby's and Boyer's Coffee.

More than one in five Colorado households qualify as low-income and eligible for assistance under Colorado income guidelines, according to 2000 U.S. Census data.
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Long-term solution is efficiency

In addition to bill payment assistance, Energy Outreach supports
longer-term solutions to help low-income residents use energy more
efficiently. For the 2004-2005 year, we awarded $600,000 for projects
dedicated to improving the energy efficiency of new and existing
affordable housing.

One of the grants went to Colorado Housing Inc. in Pagosa Springs

to fund energy upgrades for new and existing self-help homes, as well
as to improve house model designs in terms of energy
efficiency, safety and indoor air quality. Colorado Housing
also will design and build two passive solar homes.

Other grant recipients include Rebuilding Together, Boulder
Housing Coalition, Colorado Springs Utilities, Habitat for
Humanity, Vally Community Fund, Colorado Energy
Science Center, South Central Council of Governments,
Project Heritage, The Uptown Partnership, Colorado
Rural Housing Development Corporation, Yampa Valley
Housing Authority, Northeast Denver Housing Center,
Center for Resource Conservation, Delta-Montrose
Electric Association, and Community Office of Resource
Efficiency.

Dear Friends,
We’re facing an uphill battle this winter. Here are the facts:

* Natural gas prices in Colo i
e rado have more than doubled in the past two years and are expected to
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to vise again this maos g energy assistance increased more than 20% last year and is expected
* Many working families, disabled people and senior, i i
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In recognition of this crisis Colorado Gov. Bill 0 i
: , : wens authorized an additional $2.4 million for t -
Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP), to come from interest earned on federal funds Igzeﬁlg;n:i

It’s time for Colorado to face the fact that this is not a short-term crigis. We need to find a long-term

solution so that all of our citizens can afford th i iti
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assistance. A similar effort last year passed through th
e House a i
Governor Owens because of the “opt out” structurc;g of the bill. 1l the Senate before belag vetosd by

like to join in our effort, contact your Colorado legislators and tell them Jyou support our legislation. You

can also get more information throy h our i ich i
website, R g 2004 Report to the Community, which is available at our

The good news is that you and our ma,

i . . ny other generous donors continue to rise to the chall
helpmg the increasing number of people needing help. Thank you for your generous donations en%ef o
spreading the warmth from your heart to others. e
Together we generate the power to help.

Sincerely,

Skip Arnold
Executive Director




